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ABSTRACT: The study examines the evolution of public baths throughout history, focusing on the
transformations that have occurred for them to become part of private residential architecture. The study
starts by examining the timeline of the shift from public to private baths, highlighting their forms and
functions in line with the standards of each period. It specifically reviews Roman baths such as the Baths of
Caracalla in Rome and Lebanese baths such as Hammam al-Nuzha in Beirut. It shows the reasons for the
presence of baths as a cultural and architectural heritage, and how this aspect affected the cultural and social
identity of the community. Through the discussion of the subjective and objective reasons for this
phenomenon, the study discusses the impact of public baths on social life and raises the issue of the
disappearance of their role in modern Beirut society, as part of the cultural heritage. The study aims to
analyze the impact of Turkish public baths that appeared in the 19th century on ancient Roman baths, and
investigate the similarities and differences between them, including architectural and decorative dimensions.
In conclusion, it highlights the historical importance of baths, and how to preserve them as part of Lebanese
identity, emphasizing the need to preserve this social and aesthetic aspect in the face of modern urban
changes. In conclusion, the study raises the possibility of preserving these heritage baths with modern urban
development, emphasizing the importance of balance between authenticity and modernity to ensure the
sustainability of city heritage.
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